
Goals of WorkFirst Program 

Federal goals (as articulated in P.L. 104-193) 
 
1. To provide assistance to needy families so that children may be cared for in their 

own homes or in the homes of relatives. 
2. To end the dependence of needy parents on government benefits by promoting job 

preparation, work, and marriage. 
3. To prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock pregnancies. 
4. To encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent families. 
 
 

State principles (established in 1997) 

1. Work is better than welfare. Work provides the best opportunity for families to raise 
their income and leave poverty. Those who work always have more income than if 
they receive only welfare. 

2. Parents have the primary responsibility for supporting their children. Parents and the 
state share responsibility for helping families leave welfare. Parents are responsible 
for moving quickly into jobs. The state is responsible for helping parents find and 
keep a job, and for collecting child support. 

3. WorkFirst participants who can work will immediately participate in job search or 
employment.  

4. Support is available to help parents become and stay employed, for example health 
care insurance and child care that parents can access and afford. 

5. Help is available to low-income working families to lift them out of poverty and 
reduce their chances of going back on welfare. The state will offer education, job 
training and job-match services as routes to advance to better jobs.  

6. WorkFirst participants who are unable to find work during job search will immediately 
participate in activities designed to help them become employable. 

7. Those who won't participate in required job search or work-preparation activities will 
be sanctioned. 

8. Legal immigrants are eligible for benefits at the same level as other residents of 
Washington state. 

9. The four state agencies that share responsibility for WorkFirst will work with 
employers and other local partners to move families into self-supporting work.  

10. The WorkFirst program will continue to change and improve through lessons learned 
and creative thinking.  
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